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group of modern painters to a group of older painters, but CHAP.
it does not assert the inferiority of all the ancient masters. VI*
On the contrary, in the very forefront of the book (the pre-
face to the 2nd edition), as in many a page of later volumes,
the practice of the more ancient painters (of Italy) is
appealed to as against that of the less ancient (the Dutch
and the French). I have sometimes seen all this cited
as an instance of Buskin's " inconsistency/' It is nothing
but an instance of the difficulty of finding an entirely satis-
factory short title. In "Modern," Painters he compared, as
he has elsewhere explained, "the work of living artists with
that of so-called ' old' masters of landscape who flourished
for the most part in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies." Why he selected these latter for comparison, we
shall hear presently. I must first complete the story of the
publication of the book.

Modern Painters is one of the many great books which

a publisher refused.   Ruskin's father, who until his death

in 1864 acted as his son's literary agent, had in the first

instance offered the book to John Murray, without, however,

showing him the MS.    "He said," wrote J. J. Ruskin to

W. H. Harrison, "the public cared little about Turner, but

strongly urged my son's writing on the German School,

which the public were calling for works on."   Murray asked,

however, for sight of a sheet.    " I thought," continues J. J.

Ruskin, "if I sent a sheet, and the work was refused, I

should be offering my old friend P. Stewart a rejected book.

I therefore declined submitting any sheet, and carried the

work at once to Smith & Co."    Stewart was a partner in the

firm,   and Mr. Smith (the elder) magnanimously offered

Raskin's father to induce Murray to take the book.   This

offer  was  not  accepted, and   Smith,  Elder &   Go.  then

accepted the proposal to publish the book with alacrity, and

thus began Ruskin's close personal connexion with the firm,

and more especially with Mr. Smith (the younger), on whose

shoulders the whole responsibilities of the business presently

devolved.    The firm had already had dealings with Ruskin

through Friendship's Offering, and George Smith was at this

time a neighbour on Denmark Hill.    "I .should like much      to III                                                                       Itual, yet ennobling                         on all                   to all
